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Professional Liability:
Engineering the Perfect Deposition



• Demonstrate in a light-hearted way some 
mistakes that can be avoided

• Help you identify potential traps in a 
deposition  

• We will be pausing the presentation at 
certain points to discuss problematic 
answers that are given, and to rewind the 
deposition to demonstrate better answers

GOALS FOR THIS PRESENTATION:



DEPOSITION: THE PURPOSE

•Fact finding
•Preservation of 
testimony
•Learning about 
opponent. 



DEPOSITION: THE SIGNIFICANCE

•Used for motion 
practice
•Used for 
mediation 
•Used at trial to 
impeach



• Plaintiff’s Attorney
• Defendant’s Attorney
• Court Reporter
• Witness

DEPOSITION: THE PARTIES



• Meeting with counsel 

DEPOSITION: PREPARATION



DEPOSITION: THE PREPARATION



CARRIE STRONG v WALLOON COUNTY ROAD COMMISSION

•Motorcycle crash on a curve



CARRIE STRONG v WALLOON 
COUNTY ROAD COMMISSION
•Alleges crack seal on 
road was as slippery 
as ice



STRONG v WALLOON COUNTY ROAD COMMISSION

BURT R. THOMPSON, P.E.
ENGINEER – MANAGER WCRC



STRONG v WALLOON COUNTY ROAD COMMISSION

BURT R. THOMPSON, PE



STRONG v WALLOON COUNTY ROAD COMMISSION

BURT R. THOMPSON, P.E.



STRONG v WALLOON COUNTY ROAD COMMISSION

BILL HENN, J.D.
PLAINTIFF’S COUNSEL



EXHIBIT 1



EXHIBIT 2



EXHIBIT 2



EXHIBIT 2



EXHIBIT 3



EXHIBIT 3



EXHIBIT 3



EXHIBIT 3



EXHIBIT 4



EXHIBIT 5



EXHIBIT 6
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EXHIBIT 7



EXHIBIT 7



EXHIBIT 7



EXHIBIT 8
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EXHIBIT 8



EXHIBIT 8



REPTILIAN THEORY



REPTILIAN THEORY
•Reptile’s brain is 
conditioned to 
favor safety and 
survival.
•Strategy is to 
appeal to part of 
the brain 
responsible for 
survival instincts.



REPTILIAN THEORY
•Plaintiff’s 
attorney wants 
the jury to make 
decisions rooted 
in fear, not 
reason or logic.



REPTILIAN THEORY
•Caging the Reptile

•Avoid the “safety 
rule” trap
•Show the jury the  
complexity that 
the reptile cannot  
comprehend. 



February 5, 2019

Questions?
Thank you!
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