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LOCAL AGENCY PROJECTS 
UPDATE404 TOTAL LAP PROJECTS WERE RECEIVED BETWEEN
1/3/2023 and 1/4/2024

SECTION 106 PROJECT REVIEWS COMPLETED BY LAP CULTURAL RESOURCES STAFF
• 59 Group 1 Excepted Projects have been approved
• 17 Group 2 Conditionally Excepted Projects have been approved
• 17 projects were reviewed and determined to have No Adverse Effect on Historic Properties
• 208 projects were reviewed and determined that No Historic Properties are Affected

• 103 projects are currently under review.

• 4 Above Ground Survey
• 13 Below Ground Surveys Requested
• 26 Tribal Coordination
• 6 Special Provisions
• 46 Bridge Bundle Projects
• 10 TAP Early Scoping Review
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UPCOMING CHANGES

• Activity Guide for Work Types
• Combined Application Forms
• Revised Guidance Document
• Revised 5323 Form
• Survey Standards
• MDOT Short Report (Archaeology)



SECTION 106 QUICK ACTIVITY GUIDE
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MDOT LAP SECTION 106 APPLICATION
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Group 2 Full Review

106 
Determination 

or
Conditional 
Exception 
Response 

Responses will not change



REVISED 5323 FORM



THINGS TO BE AWARE OF 2023
We are not alerted for project submissions, when applicants do not change the state and/or send 
an email. In some cases, documents are uploaded to the wrong Project Wise folder.

Late Submissions: We are still receiving late submissions with little time to review before the 
deadline to make the next letting date 

Some applicants are still unclear about the process and what to submit, particularly about the 
steps and the conditions to meet for the Group 2 excepted projects. 

Still a lot of back and forth with applicants and consultants to get what we need.

Detailed project description and Project Area Limits Map showing work activities and associated 
activities



NOTIFICATION
2 STEP PROCESS: 

1. Change the state in ProjectWise

2. Email LAP-LAP-Section106-Reviews



TIMING

We recommend 
submitting 
projects at least 6 
months prior to 
the Grade 
Inspection (GI) 
date. 



GROUP 2 CONDITIONS
You must meet ALL of these conditions for EACH
Group 2 excepted work type

 The area is neither archaeologically sensitive, nor contains TCPs, 
or be within Tribal Lands

 There are no objects buildings, historic districts, bridges, 
cemeteries that are 50 years old or older within 100 feet of the 
proposed work with the exception of the work approved for 
historic bridges

 Construction will take place within the vertical and horizontal 
limits of previous construction or within 2 feet of existing 
features

 Work will take place within the existing right-of-way, permanent 
easement or with temporary grading permits for private 
driveways and side roads 



SUPPORT
YOUR 
CLAIM 

FOR 
GROUP 2

As-built 
plans –
show 

disturbance

Historic 
aerial 

photos –
show the 

age

MEET GROUP 2
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Point of beginning and point of ending

Project length, width and acreage

All work activities

All associated work activities

ROW acquisition or easements

New installations, updates, rehab, in-kind replacement, relocations

Landscape alteration, mature tree or vegetation removals

The depth of disturbance

Temporary workspaces, access roads, work parking, work trailer locations, equipment and 
materials storage, staging areas 

The project description on page 2 of the 5323 form must match the section 106 forms



PROJECT
AREA 
LIMITS 
MAP



106 BEST PRACTICES 

Submit as 
early as 
possible

1

Use the most 
current 

forms.  The 
section 106 
application 

must be 
submitted as 

a word 
document 

2

Use the 
guidance 

document 
and quick 

activity guide

3

If you have 
questions 
about the 
forms, the 
process or 

work 
activities ask 

before 
submitting. 

4

Provide 
adequate 

documents 
and maps 

that help the 
staff 

complete 
their review

5

Change the 
state and 
send the 

email 

6

Follow up, 
Follow up, 
Follow up

7

Make sure 
the project 
description 

on page 2 of 
the 5323 

form matches 
the project 
description 

on the 
section 106 

forms

8



RE-EVALUATIONS

If you scope or limits have changed since the 
determination

If you remove or add work activities

Re-evaluation is quick and we will guide you through the 
process

Turn around time is quicker than a regular review



1. Project Types:
• ROW Acquisition
• Installation of Roundabout/New Road/New Bridge 
• Installation of Trail/Path/Sidewalk/
• Mature Tree Removal or Changes to the Landscape
• New Drainage/Culvert/Sewer/Water/Widening
2. Location:

• Within or Adjacent to a Known Archaeological Sites
• Within or Adjacent to Traditional Cultural Properties
• Within or Adjacent to a Cemetery
• Within or Adjacent to Tribal Lands/Reservations
• Evidence of previously mapped Structures or Features, 

Resources
• Within or Adjacent to Older Buildings/Neighborhoods 

that have not Previously been Surveyed
3. Setting:
• Within or Adjacent to Rivers/Streams/Lakes
• Medium to High Potential for Buried Deposits 
• Located within a High Resource Area with a potential for 

prehistoric occupations

WHAT 
TRIGGERS 
SURVEY? 



ARCHAEOLOGY BEST PRACTICES 

• Start your coordination with the MDOT LAP archaeologist early, pre-review the project area.
• Prepare the tribal early coordination letter early. Tribal parties have 30 business days to provide 

comments & concerns. 

• Allow the professionals to create the APE (they are qualified)!
• Accept the survey & Hire a consultant (you get what you pay for)!
• Do not assume that ROW is previously disturbed. Sites can be located in and have been identified 

in the existing ROW. 

• The entire project right-of-way (proposed and existing), easements,  consents to grade, and/or 
sensitive areas must be tested. MDOT as the Lead agency, ensures a good faith effort has been 
made to identify archaeological sites. 

• Accept you may have to avoid, minimize, or mitigate around cultural resources, cemeteries or 
historic properties!



Official Standards for 
Phase Ia Archaeological 

Site Identification 
Surveys & Report 

Preparation Guideline

Official MDOT 
Archaeological Short 

Report



Above Ground Survey

The purpose of survey is to complete additional research to confirm 
NRHP-eligibility for properties that may be impacted by a project.

• Utilize SHPO inventory forms: Individual, Complex, District

• LAP Above Ground Survey Standards 

• MDOT LAP must Consult with SHPO on survey report & results

• Can take weeks to months from authorization and depends on number of 
properties surveyed, plus MDOT/SHPO review of recommendations



QUESTIONS



THANK YOU!

Brian Grennell, (MDOT LAP Historian)

Phone: 517-388-5838

Patty Jo Korzeniewski, (MDOT LAP Archaeologist)

Phone: 517-582-3232

E-mail: MDOT-LAP-Section106-Reviews@michigan.gov

ProjectWise at:  MDOT-ProjectWiseLocalAgency@michigan.gov

mailto:MDOT-LAP-Section106-Reviews@michigan.gov
mailto:MDOT-ProjectWiseLocalAgency@michigan.gov
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