
Stone, Steel, Stories
THE CUT RIVER BRIDGE & THE FORT ROUGE GATEWAY PROJECTS



Cut River Bridge
MASONRY & STEEL REHABILITATION



Cut River 

Bridge
 Opened to traffic 1948

 1 of 2 Cantilevered 
deck truss bridges in 
MI

 Similar to I-35 in Minn.

 Deck replacement 
2008

 Masonry restoration 
2014-15

 Steel repair 2017 –
2018

 Full paint 2018

June 17, 1948; photo courtesy MDOT Photo Lab



Masonry Restoration

2005



2012

RE/MAX of Michigan
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April 1, 2015
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After

Sept 16, 2014



Working…



Oct 15, 2014May 19, 2014







Steel

Repairs

















Fort-Rouge Gateway
PUBLIC BENEFIT FROM EXCESS RIGHT-OF-WAY



Fort Street Bascule Bridge

 Opened to traffic 

in 1923

 Closed July 2013

 New bridge 

opened late 2015

 Historic, based on 

association 1932 

Ford Hunger 

March



Ford Hunger March







The new bridge, nearing 

completion





Bryans’ Bridge Cafe



Fort-Rouge Gateway Coalition



Marathon Gardens

 New office bld

 Habitat 

restoration

 Urban gardening

 Traditional park 

setting

 Remaining 

residential

 Tie in with Fort-

Rouge Gateway



Fort St Bridge

Park

 Entryway

 Seating wall

 Public Art

 Interpretive 

signage

 Stormwater

educational 

feature

 Native vegetation





Phase 2

 Boardwalk

 Bioswale/raingarden

 Barrier Free Kayak launch

 “Welcome Center” ? 



MDOT’s Role

 Land – excess 

right-of-way

 Salvaged 

materials

 Advice / 

expertise

 Plan review & 

approval



FRoG challenges

 Funds to build & 

maintain

 Permits (MDOT, City 

of Detroit)

 Maintenance & 

Repair Plan

 Longevity & 

Evolution



Thank You !

Lloyd Baldwin

Historian

Michigan Department of 

Transportation

baldwinl3@michigan.gov

517-241-2702

mailto:baldwinl3@michigan.gov

