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/ MDOT Rail Safety Contacts

Rail Safety
Section
Statewide
Coverage

—+—+ Railroad
County (Number of Rail Crossings)
Tony Ales, Inspector
[ 51723748
alesa@ michigan.gov
- Steve Nowakowski, Inspector
51?-2;13—0?20 N
nowakowsks@michigan.gov -
Jamiie Goff, Inspector
0 sz
michigan.gov
Michael Abar, Inspector

517-331-8527
abarm@michigan.gow

Manefie Guggemos, Complisnce Specialisy
517-335-2706
guagerhos @ michigangoy
Femando Zaldivar, Data Coordinator
517-373-0874

Icdivart @ michican.

www.michigan.gov/mdotrail e Bl Ademstthe Asisont

517-373-8235
beardsleet@rmichigan.goy

Tina Hissong, Manager
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http://www.michigan.gov/mdotrail

RAIL SAFETY SECTION

WHAT WE DO

* On Site Crossing Inspections Reviews,
approximately 2,300 crossings per year.

* Diagnostic Study Team Reviews (DSTRS)
For road projects, road authorities must
submit an MDOT-1425 request form.

 Legal Orders & Enforcement.

e Assist Road Authorities and
Railroads with crossing issues.
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TIPS FOR SNOW PLOWING/SALTING AT AND
NEAR RAILROAD CROSSINGS

» Avoid piling snow in front of railroad warning devices, mra
bungalows and access roads

» Apply salt or gravel to crossing approaches to assist motorists In
stopping

» When possible, clear-oftf pavement markings on the roadway
approaches.
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WHEN AND HOW TO CONTACT US

» When a road or trail project will take
place within 250 feet of a public
railroad crossing.

» Safety concerns with a crossing.
» Rough crossing surfaces.

» Obtain the 1425 form from the MDOT
Website (Michigan.gov/MDOTRail) to
request a Diagnostic Study Team
Review. 5



WHAT IS A DIAGNOSTIC STUDY TEAM

REVIEW (DSTR)? L1 &

A DSTR team consists of knowledgeable
representatives from MDOT, the Road Authority
and the Railroad.

The MDOT Railroad Safety Inspector facilitates.

The Team reviews the railroad crossing
configuration, including the surrounding roadway,
and the road/trail project specifics to determine if
safety enhancements are warranted.



DSTRS FOR ROAD PROJECTS Y-

> Are held when changes will be made to the width,
height or configuration of the roadway.

» When traffic flow or volumes will change during
construction.

» If changes to the roadway will increase permanent
traffic volumes.

» If crossing surfaces need to be addressed. 7



HOW CAN YOU HELP?

> Submit updated ADTs

» Provide updates on contact info.
» Participate in the DSTR process
» Complete ordered work on time
> Read our correspondence!!

PAXReRLLD 4 PAXRetLLL 4 PAxRettLL LT oY
b SEE T 4 b SEE I 4 b SFE TN b SFE T IN b I
b ST 4 b SERTII 4 2 HBaRanaE S S
D SRS > D SRR > D SRR D SRR D SRR
$ SR < SR < > S < S SR D SERT T
D SR > D S < Sl < > SN S SR
Siiiiinns < Siiiiiins < Siiiiinns < Siiiiinnn Siiiiinnn

...... R 4

.......... >

..........

P SEEREEERD 4

..........

< >

PSEREREEES <

.......... <

SRARARAAAR




SOMETHING GOOD TO KNOW

Exempt Sign Changes ]

Pt SIE: 8 EXEMPT
»School buses and vehicles | J
transporting hazardous R15-3P
material can utilize Exempt

signs at crossings.

W10-1aP

»MDOT approval must be
granted to use Exempt signs.
(DSTR process)




WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

FRA Mandate:

»All crossbuck only
crossings must have

TRACKS

Yield or Stop signs in aa
place by 12/31/2019. ot \'/m@

=g on S6e Notss2 and 3 2nchwht or red
»Road authorities are " rerantecive
the responsible party T Xv
to install the signs. :/}f 2imhutte
refroreflective Stl’lp

\Edge of roadway on back of support
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LOCAL GRADE CROSSING PROGRAM

WARNING DEVICE ENHANCEMENTS

24400 local crossings
22200+ with lights/gates
240-50 projects/year
mAverage $225,000

30-YEAR HIGHWAY-RAILROAD CROSSING
CRASHES & FATALITIES

mFederal/State funding
®mRecord low crashes

mRecord low fatalities
B90% Crash reduction
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LOCAL GRADE CROSSING PROGRAM

NEW SURFACE FUNDING

STaTE OF MICHIGAK
RICK SNYDER DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION KIRKT STEUDLE
avERwoR Lawsing ecron

December 7, 2016

Mr David Acacingki Mazager m 3 M A

s, nnual Program
400 Monroe, 3rd Floor

Detroit, Michigan 48226

EE: New Local Grade Crossing Surface Program & Call for Projects

Dear Road Agency Partner:

As yon may know, the road fmding package signed into law in Dacamber of 2015 included the creation of 2
local public hishway-railroad erade crossing surface program. The Michizan Department of Transportation.
(MDOT) has been tasked with development and administration of this anmal program in accordance with its
enabling legizlation, details of which can be found in Act 51, MCL 247.661(1)(d), with relevant excerpts

" " "
provided below for reference: |
®  In pricritizing projects, the department shall consider vebicular traffic volumes, relative I I I
crossing surface condition, the ability of the railroad and local road authority to make

coordinated improvements. .
(i)  The grade crossing surface account shall fund 60% of the project, with the remaining 40%
funded by the railroad company...

In cooperztion with the County Road Association of Michizan, the Michizan Municipal Leazus, and the

Michigan Railroads Association, MDOT has created a project solicitation and selection process that assures
aqual opportunity for all prospacti i A brief overview of the inaugural program follows:
+  Applications will be accepted if received via e-mail or postmarked by January 27, 1017
Applications must be submutted by road agencies, in cooperztion with a participating railroad

.
n

+  Applications must include detailed railroad estimates and updated vehicle traffic counts [

*  Eligible project costs incude materials, labor and equipment: engineering costs aze not eligible w a r S e n I n

+  Applications will be evaluated and projects will be selected and anncunced by early February

.

Project selection will be in compliance with the eriteria established in the new law

All prospective projects require proof of 40% railroad participation and documentation that relevant MMUTCD-
comphant traffic control plans have been approved by the affected road agency, so it is incumbent upon railroads
and road agencies to work iogether to assure that applications are complete and accuraig. It should also be
noted there are sigmficant public advantages if a proposed project meludes coordmated adjacent road work, as
the entire crossing environment canbe enhanced all at one ime. Therefore, road agencies are encouraged to seek
opportumities to combme adjacent roadway surface improvement projects with any pending railroad crossmg
applications

" n
lication materials and i are available on-line at the MDOT Office of Rail web page, and a list of [ |
railroad contact information is attached for your reference. Please feel free to contzet my office divectly at 517-
335-3054 if you have any questions.

Bt W pandle,

Kristian Foondle, Manager
Local Grade Crossing Programs
www: michigan gov/imdorrail

Enclosure: Ratlroad Crossing Contact List

MURRAY DL VAN WAGONER BUILDING * P.0.
www.michigan gov

O J00ST * LANSME, MICHISAN 8508
47) 373-2090

LH-LAN-D @1/11)
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LOCAL GRADE CROSSING PROGRAM
ROADWAY CLOSURE PROJECTS

/
=Up to $150K incentives

®Multiple closure bonuses

m| ocal choices & investments

ﬂ = =62 Crossings closed

——— e #$6.1 Million invested
/AZTQ.& =Average $100,000

A
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OFFICE OF RAIL

GUIDANCE & SUPPORT

= Michigan Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices
= Guidelines for Highway-Railroad Grade Crossings
= Railroad Code (Public Act 354 of 1993)

. CONTACTS

= Rail Safety
Tina Hissong, 517-335-2592

= Local Grade Crossings

GUIDELINES

Kris Foondle, 517-335-3054 FOR

HIGHWAY-RAILROAD GRADE CROSSINGS

www.michigan.gov/mdotrail
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