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MDEQ Update
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Jim Watling, PE

watlingj@Michigan.gov

517-284-5504

Transportation and Flood Hazard Unit



Websites

www.michigan.gov/deqtransportationreview

miwaters.deq.state.mi.us/miwaters

www.michigan.gov/deq/0,4561,7-135-
3313_3684_15299-11310--,00.html
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Transportation Projects Permitting Staff

• John Gustafson, 906-203-9887 
Upper Peninsula District Office 

• Luke Golden, 989-370-1569
Cadillac District Office 

• John Skubinna, 517-284-5501 
Lansing Office

• Holly Vickers, 616-295-2787 
Grand Rapids District Office
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Transportation Project Hydraulic Review Staff

• Linda Hansen, 906-353-7522
Baraga Field Office 

• Minmin Shu, 517-284-5506 
Lansing Office

• Ashley Roznowski, 517-284-5504
Lansing Office
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MiWaters



TFHU - Services
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TFHU - Services
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Frequent MiWaters Problems

• Use Correct “TRANSPORTATION” form

• Place site on map correctly

• MiWaters is organized by 
“site” or project location.
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FY 2017 Report
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MDOT County Municipal Total

Applications Received 50 376 34 460

Incomplete Applications 13 101 18 132

Emergency Applications 1 27 0 28

Permit Revision Requests 15 12 2 29

Applications Processed 60 374 34 468

PNs Processed 24 139 15 178

Red Files Processed 0 2 0 2

MPs Processed 34 232 15 281

GPs Processed 2 3 1 6

Preliminary Reviews 49 410 34 493

Complaints 1 14 2 17

Hydraulic Reviews 48 175 20 243

Part 31 Review (No Modeling) 20 177 12 209

Flood Discharges Provided 81 287 21 389



4 Year Comparison
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FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 FY 2017

Applications Received 526 510 641 460

Applications Processed 531 482 529 468

Preliminary Reviews 625 531 419 493

Hydraulic Reviews 471 347 498 452

Flood Discharges Provided 290 396 323 389

Incomplete Applications 26% 21%* * 29%

FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 FY 2017

Meetings/Field Inspections 1005 931 867 1010

CRC Meetings Attended 17 14 20 31

Presentations made 7 5 4 11

FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 FY 2017

30 days and under 56% 66% 47% 66%

31-60 days 30% 28% 44% 29%

61-90 days 12% 4% 6% 3%

over 90 days 2% 2% 3% 3%



Joint Agency 
Transportation Committee

• MDOT 

• CRA

• local road agencies 

• meets quarterly to discuss environmental 
requirements and implementation issues



Asbestos Testing
Bridge Demolition

• Required for all “facilities” (includes bridges)

• Not a new requirement.  

• USEPA clarification resulted in increased 
enforcement

• Certified Asbestos Tester

• Each different material must be tested.

• Must file “Notification of Intent to 
Renovate/Demolish” online submission

• Contact Jeremiah Brown, AQD
517-599-7825



Part 213 Amendment

• Leaking Underground Storage Tank Sites

• Environmental Licensing Agreement (ELA)

• Allows Contaminated Site to be closed and contamination to 
remain in place under roads.

• Environmental Mapper

• Road agency must notify MDEQ if performing work in a site with 
an ELA (Notice of Onsite Work Activity – 48 hours)

• Resource and Redevelopment Division 
Contact Joshua Mosher (517) 285-5137 
or Kevin Schrems (517) 284-5149



TRU & Pathway Projects 

• Road Commission must 
be “proper” applicant.

- Own the right-of-way/property

- Oversee construction

• Responsible for 
permit compliance
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Bankfull Structures

• Under Part 301, resource impacts must be minimized

• Bankfull considered “minimal” impact
– Allows for natural stream function (transporting water & 

sediment)

– Fish passage (<2 fps for < bankfull events)

• Bankfull incentivized by qualifying for minor project

• Applications <Bankfull must be justified (and 
documented)

• Alternatives Analysis



Where to Measure Bankfull Width: 

Straight Area of Stream (riffle)

Away from Road Influence



16

DEQ Site Visit

 Send info ahead of time- map, plans, pics

 Request flood flows

 Include all sites for coming year

 Current/finished projects



Photos
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Perched Culverts

Lower all the way – if you can

 And/ Or use grade control
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Grade 
Control
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Massasauga Rattler
 Section 7 Consultation (before 

submitting JPA)



Snake-Friendly 
erosion control
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Questions ?


