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2017 CAP Findings
Observation 2:

FHWA identified the following compliance issues on Local 
Agency Projects
ÅLack of NEPA Quality Assurance as required by 23 CFR 

771.117(g)(1) (3 projects),
ÅLack of verification the NEPA classification was accurate 

prior to construction project authorization as required by 
23 CFR 771.129(c) (32 projects).
ÅMDOT not ensuring that Local Agencies were using the 

most recent Program Application that included 
certifications for Railroads and Utilities (4 projects)

.

Compliance Assessment Program
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NEPA - is a process to evaluate the impact of 
alternates on the environment and aid in selecting 
a preferred alternative.  It is NOT to justify a 
preselected project.
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969
ÅAll projects receiving federal dollars (or approval) 

must be reviewed for environmental impacts.
o Social
o Environmental
o Economic

NEPA: What is it?



Å5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ  άtǳǊǇƻǎŜ ŀƴŘ bŜŜŘέ 
ï¢ƘŜ άtǳǊǇƻǎŜέ ŘŜŦƛƴŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎƻƭǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ 

outlines goals and objectives to address for a successful solution to the 
problem. 

ï¢ƘŜ άbŜŜŘέ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ Řŀǘŀ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ όǘƘŜ 
Purpose). 

ÅThe P & N Statement is intended to clarify the expected outcome 
of public expenditure and to justify that expenditure ςWhat are 
you trying to accomplish and why you think it is necessary.

Å Identification of the range of alternatives ςdo not limit the 
alternatives to be evaluated based on perceived restrictions ςdo 
the 30,00 ft assessment.

ÅEngineering  considerations: Condition ςSafety - Operations

Key Points to Address



For ensuring meaningful evaluation of alternatives the 
limits:
ÅNeed to connect logical termini and be of sufficient 

length to address environmental matters on a broad 
scope.
ÅNeed to have independent utility or significance ςwill it 

be a reasonable expenditure even if no additional 
transportation improvements in the area are made
ÅShould not restrict consideration of alternatives for 

other reasonably foreseeable transportation 
improvements in the area. 

Limits of Assessment



I-94 at Sprinkle and Cork Roads



I-94 at Sprinkle and Cork Roads



Alternates Evaluated



I-94 at Sprinkle Road



I-96 at Cascade Rd, SE



I-96 at Cascade Rd, SE



I-96 at Cascade Rd. SE

2nd DDI in Michigan


